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California Zephyr 
Edward Sheehy 
 

California Zephyr 

with sweet breath 

the embers fan 

a recent burn zone 

charred pines 

in ghastly repose 

from inglorious battle 

fire hazard is high 

river level is low 

in the American Rver Valley 

down the road 

from Sutter’s Mill 

where to this very day 

golden nuggets tumble down cataracts 

and streams 

irrigating fields 

of endless growth 

and dominion. 

 

*The California Zephyr is a passenger train operated by 
Amtrak between Chicago and San Francisco.  
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jd’s elf-published chapbook of sad gay love poems, the clearest blue, is available 
for free at jdhegarty.com. fae can be found on twitter @YourAuntieJD 
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Deviation 
Benjamin Werner 
 
Pride 
 
They took Pride from us 
It was ours 
Remember? 
Pride belonged 
To the people 
 
Pride did not belong 
To the Target corporation 
 
Pride did not belong 
To the sellout mayor 
And his gangster entourage 
 
Pride did not belong 
To the cops 
Who would beat us 
Any other day 
Until we bruised as blue as their uniforms 
 
Nevermore 
 
We will take Pride back 
And in doing so 
We will be set free 
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Cop City (Will Never be Built) 
Aaron Micheau 

 
Clear cut the forest 
Build a city for cops  
To give them more training 
Aim better their shots 
 
They raid and they kill 
For their city for cops 
For corporate-run condos 
And gentrified lots 
 
But a city for cops  
A city is not 
None for me thank you 
Not even a drop 
 
A city has homes  
Parks forests and schools 
Tend those instead  
Develop the tools 
 
Build a city that cares 
And follows the will 
Of the folk that live there 
Not a paymaster’s till 
 
A beacon of hope 
A true city shines 
It meets people’s needs  
Endures across time 
 
Such is a city 
I think you will find 
That will easily leave 
Those cops behind 
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(Deforestation + Wildfires + Permafrost 
Melting) + Rain = . 
Brooke Bartholemew 
20" x 30". Oil on linen. 2022. 
 

This painting, part of the Two Degrees 
Warmer series, was inspired by a spate of 
mudslides in South America and South 
Asia in early 2022. Increased mudslides 
are a secondary e ect of climate change, 
a natural process intensified by changing 
climate and weather patterns. Causal 
factors are noted in the title as a formula, 
ingredients to a man-made destructive 
recipe. Industry hides behind these words 
- developers, loggers, insatiable extrac-
tors. A symbol of the Earth, the figure is 
colossal in scale and nestled in a moun-
tain range, her limbs sloughing their 
forms into streams of mud enveloping 
the trees below. Clouds in the back-
ground whisper at the rains that just 
passed. A rainbow crowns the figure, a 
beacon of hope, her hair a bright spec-
trum of colors marking her identity.  
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