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Because Q4 profits require breathing 
bodies 

the process of fighting is slow. 
 

rarely devastating. 
often mundane. 

 
it doesn’t always draw blood, 
but it will leave you bruised. 

 
Like two loyal sentries from rivaling 

gangs 
with the soldier’s misfortune of meet-

ing 
 

in the coke room at a party, 
in an alley in the night, 

 
from time, to time, to time, 
the circumstances arise 

 
where you and America 

have to fight. 
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maybe it’s your health plan, 

maybe it’s a ticket, 
 

maybe it’s a hate crime, 
maybe it’s eviction. 

 
it never fails to find you 

whatever shadow where you hide 
 

reduced to just your fists. 
maybe a switchblade with. 

 
rarely devastating. 

often mundane. 
 

it’s not gonna kill you, 
but it could 

 
one clumsy, unlucky corner, 

it could. 
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boat party on the river 
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from the bathroom floor 
max mastin 
 
 
 
i am an optimist/ 
i plan for the future even though/  
it is not promised 
 -  
in my dreams i picture/  
two small hands clasped tightly on 
pinkies/  
on the better nights - on the bad 
nights i see/  
only the ceiling, and the aura/  
where light had once shone 
 -  
sometimes insomnia/  
feels far more restful than sleeping 
does/  
you say you feel the same 
 -  
i write sweet lullabies/  
songs with no refrain to echo back/  
the words stand lonely 
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- 
do you lay on the tile/  
burdened by your disappearing/  
options, no choice left 
 - 
do you fight the good fight/  
or has that passion left with your 
hope/  
sink into the bed/  
lay beside me if you can and/  
you can dream for the both of us 
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